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This document explores a counterfactual hypothesis: How many Jews might there be today if the
Jewish people had not endured centuries of massacres, expulsions, forced conversions, ghettos, and
the Holocaust — but had otherwise experienced natural demographic growth and had the cultural
advantages of early adoption of medicine, hygiene, and agricultural techniques. We compare that with
the historical growth of Christianity and Islam, which frequently expanded via conquest, conversion,
and political adoption.

Scholars estimate the Jewish population around the first century CE to have been approximately 4.5
million. This is used as the baseline for counterfactual models.

Scenario Growth assumptions (1-1000, 1001-1800, 180 |estimated population today
Conservative uplift 0.10% — 0.17% — 0.70% ~192 million
Modest / baseline 0.08% — 0.15% — 0.60% ~110 million
Moderate uplift 0.13% — 0.20% — 0.80% ~402 million

If Jewish communities had avoided catastrophic losses, several factors might have accelerated growth:
widespread literacy, early medical knowledge, hygiene, agricultural efficiency, and social cohesion.
Such advantages could have slightly improved survival rates and reduced mortality over centuries.

Jewish population growth was suppressed by major historical events: the destruction of ancient Judea,
medieval pogroms, expulsions (e.g., Spain 1492), ghettoization, forced conversions, and above all the
Holocaust, which killed about six million Jews. Earlier pogroms in Europe and Russia, as well as
restrictions on residence and professions, further limited demographic momentum.

Christianity and Islam both expanded through state adoption, empire-building, and missionary
conversion, giving them massive demographic advantage. Judaism, by contrast, did not proselytize
and remained a minority without imperial backing. As a result, while Christian and Muslim populations
number in the billions, Jews today number around 15 million.

Removing centuries of persecution and adding moderate demographic advantages suggests that
Jewish population today might plausibly lie between 110 and 400 million. This model highlights how
repeated mass violence, expulsions, and assimilation profoundly reduced the Jewish share of
humanity despite extraordinary cultural and scientific contributions.




